Sex and the City
The Early Years
. / Q' )

\

A Bawdy Look at Dutch Manhattan
by Bill Greer




Sex and the City:
The Early Years

A BawdyLook atDutch Manhattan
by Bill Greer

About the Author
Bill Greer has spent much of his working life in the heart of New Amsterdam and is a Trustee of
the New Netherland Institute. His novel of New Amstend@he Mevrouw Who Saved
Manhattan, paints a real and humorous portrait of Dutch life on the Hudson through the eyes of
a sharptongued bride who comes among the first settlers.

Reviews forThe Mevrouw Who Saved Manhattan

From de Halve Maen, Journal of e Holland Society
of New York, Summer 2009

Al Al romp through the history
have Petrus Stuyvesant complaining about the riot transpiring

bet ween its pages €& Readers ar
will evoke the @ill range of human emotions. Once begun, they can
expect to experience that rare difficulty in putting down a book befort
they have finished. o

i £
/ A NS el o Néw Ao o™

Available at:
From Historical Novels Review, Amazon
August 2009 The New Netherland
ABi | | Greer has deftly blended Institute Shop
The Mevrouw Who Saved Manhatt al
raunchy, loveable, and sometimes despicable, but thoroughly For the Nook at BN.com
believable é This is a thorougl The Scribd.com store as an
Dutch colonies to life. The Mevrouw Who Saved Manhattan is ” : :
heartilyrecommended with or without a tankard of beer, not ale, to Ebook (PDF format)
accompany 1t.0 For a taste of Mevrouw

download
the first fifty pages free
at BillsBrownstone.com



http://www.amazon.com/Mevrouw-Who-Saved-Manhattan-Amsterdam/dp/1439221782/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1233071214&sr=1-1
http://www.nnp.org/shop1/index.php?_a=viewProd&productId=83
http://www.nnp.org/shop1/index.php?_a=viewProd&productId=83
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-mevrouw-who-saved-manhattan-bill-greer/1017817072?ean=2940012572820&itm=2&usri=the%2bmevrouw%2bwho%2bsaved%2bmanhattan
http://www.scribd.com/doc/16592556/The-Mevrouw-Who-Saved-Manhattan
http://www.scribd.com/doc/16592556/The-Mevrouw-Who-Saved-Manhattan
http://www.billsbrownstone.com/mevrouw50pages.pdf
http://www.billsbrownstone.com/

Sex and the City: The Early Years

A Bawdy Look atDutch Manhattan
by Bill Greer

FOUR HUNDRED YEARS BEFORECarrie Bradshaw and the girls burst onto the New York
scene in Sex and the City, Griet Reyniers invented the role of the New York woman on the
prowl. In 1633, Griet stepped off the ship de Soutberg, the Salt Mouatadmonto the
Manhattan shore.
The tiny villageof New Amgerdam was eight years old. Two hundred people lived
there. The de Soutberg was also bringing a new Director appointed by the Dutch West
India Company, which ruled the place. Wouter van Twiller wafkyear old nephew of
a high official of the Company, Kiliaen van Rensselaer. Van Bemd aer wasnot or
thar Honors the Nineteen who governed the Comparyre likelynumber twentytwo or
three. Today, s name is memorialized in Resdaer, NY, aml the Renselaer Polytechnic
Institute. Van Twiller seems awfully young for the weighty responsibility of ruling a
distant outpostButas hi s Uncle Kiliaen | i ked to say, i
doing well as by havybg thaeddshow Vha dFgawmel

New Amsterdam after Griet arrived.
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Van Twiller had either hooked upith Grietin an Amsterdantavern where she was
known for hoisting her petticoats in the back room, or aboard ship, where she entertained
herself pulling sailsd s hi r t & breeches. Wihichewven, éde liked his first taste and
took her for his mistress, making Griet New
Within five yearsVan Twiller ran afoul of his Amsterdam masters and was recalled to
Holland. He broke things off with Griet Having his own personal whore in the
wil derness was one thing, guite another to
drawing room with Griet on his arm. If anyone questioned her character, she would likely
turn around, lift her skirt and tell theto have a good lick on the bare rump she was
sl apping. That s exactly what sheohdre,done on
whore, two pounds butterhwo r e ! 0 Lifted her skirt, sl app¢
fiBlaes my daer achterino0 dhg 6 6 0 v e r n aldtrahskatasKisgs My &ds. w o
Getting thrown over by her sweetheart didn
fort by Bowling Green and decl ared, il have
now | want to be the whore tfie rabbled To attract customers, Griatas known tovave

her broomstick around, challengipgospective trick$o test their manliness against it.

Director Wouter van Twiller,

the nephew of Kiliaen van
Rensselaer:

AOne cannot acco

much by doing well as by
havingfriends i n t he
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At some point Griegrew tired of her philandering ways and got married, or maybe
not so tiredas herphilandering continued after the wedding. Her husband was Anthony
Jansen van Salebetter known as the Turk. TheaW Salegoart of the nameame from
t he African port his Dutch father clknamel ed
the Turk cane from the Moroccan woman the Admiral beddedn t h onmothérgave
her sorhis swarthy skin, but he behaved more like the pirate his father had turned into. As
a cantankerous troublemaker, he was a good match for Griet.

Serious trouble started when tl®uple got into a dispute with thReverend
Everardus Bogardus, aobinie of the Dutch Reformed Church who arrived with Van
Twiller and Griet.

Dominie or not, Bogardus was no saint. For starters, he shared with many Butchm
a fondness for drink. Morénan once he was accused of stumbling over his feet getting
into the pulpit or over his words when he got there. While the drink might lead to a good
tonguelashing for his congregation, it also led him to abuse his companions over dinner,
in the tavernduring weddings andat mostother occasions. In one sermon, he accused
Director Willem Kieft, who succeeded Van Twiller, of being a child of the devil, no better
than a buck goatBogarduscould understand how such a monster might be produced in
Africa, where on account of the great heat, wild animals of different types copulated
together and produced abominable offspring. But he oodlinderstand it in the

temperate clime of New Amsterdam.

A child of the devil, no better
than a buck goat. Such a
monster might be produced in
Africa where on account of
the great heat, wild animals of
different types copulate

together and produce
abominable offspring. But
not in this temperate climate.

Reverend Everardus
Bogardus on Director Kieft
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Reveend Bogardus grew a bit rilashen Griet called his i@ Anna a whore. The
insultshadstarted flying when the court ordered the Turk to pay 319 guilders he owed the
Dominie. Van Salee refused, rather he countersued that Bogardus owed him 74 guilders.
Bogardus denied it in court but finally owned up tceatdf seven guilders.

Griet was incensed The holy manBogardusswore a false oath over those seven
guilders she charged Questioning a manods acousaton. i n t he
To top it off, Bogardusdés wi fe Anlkaa domnioh whdre, Geet s ki rt
and Anthony claimed |l magine such i mmor al behavior by

But other witnesses testified that Anna merely raised her hem while she was crossing a
rough and muddy roadGriet and Van Salee had gone too far. Thetcoudered Griet to
swear under oath that Bogardus was no perjurer and to beg his forgiveness. Van Salee had
to acknowledge that Anna was an honorable and virtuous woman.

Thatpuni shment di d meé Turk f§amorgasingshell, kotvevear. r Aftér a
couple more incidents, Director Kieft banished the couple from New Netherland. Griet
and Van Salee had six months to wrap up affairs and depart.

But before six months were out, a child was on the way. To support the baby,

Director Kieft granted the Turktw hundr ed acres of Long | sl and
first whore moved to Brooklyn, finishing out

Well, not so respectable. When she bore her child, Griet begged the midwife to say
who the child resembled, heasbandhe mulatto Turk or Andries Hulde . Alf you do
know who t hemidwdetshidfirow sheuldi® t h

Reverend B
wife Anna

She lifted her skirt in
public like a common
whore, claimed Griet and
Anthony.
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A Bawdy World

TOEUROPEANSOF THEERA Gr i et 6s outrageous ways simply
Dutch society during the seventdementury, in what is known as the Golden Age of the
Netherlands, the most prosperous country in Europe at the time.

The Dutch certainly had a fondness for beer. If a Dutchman had no drinking partner,
observedone traveler in Holland, he would choose lwn hat or coat as a boon
companion and drink himself so silly that he reached the same level of reason as the hat or
the coat. Dutch women outnumbered their men because they doamiushthat they
coul dnot atgesdne Englishoigitsr,

The Duthh mor e or |l ess agreed. ABeer and win
g e e sheysaid ASo | et uséboastent. do our heart

Gambling went hand in hand with drinking. PRé&ss was a popular dice game in
which each player rolled the dice fromgdass appropriated as the shaker. A man
immediately downed as many drinks as the number he had thrown. A woman immediately
gave her fellow players kisses totaling her roll. One preacher thundered against the scene
around the card ttaplikesdolls, withSkamefuy haglyles, thair g o
necks, shoulders and bosom bare, offering to young men a spectacle of sinful flesh which
tempts them to stray in the paths of their own hearts and amid the impure visions of their

eyes, contaminated by disgfing pleasures, forgetful that one day they will have to appear

before their judge. 0




BillsBrownstone.com

Sex and the City: The Early Years

That preacher was on the right track for fervor for sex plagednd fiddldgo neither
beer nor games of chanc®/hen asked whether it was better to make love imihening
or eveninga Dutch doctor concluded it was no doubt better on the digestion to have your
poke in the a.m.. But it was more fun in the p.so.why not do it in the morning for
health and in the evening for pleasure?

If a Dutchman wasodoking for new ways to pleasureis mate,he founda copy of
Venus Minsieke Gasthauian extraordinarily frank sex manuhlat went through seven
printingsduring the seventeenth centurpon 6t over do it Foutohe manu.
five ejaculations a night al ama n 6 s chnerduré Idulge more often and your
semenwill | ose i1its fertility. And dmumgnglikeao me at
wild beast.

Women got much of the blame fthrowing inhibitions to the wind A nubile maiden
was like achestnut on the fire, sure to explode if not cooled down. Sex before marriage
was known as a fApremature conversation, 0 anda
about the goings on at lpasebshaviot: Jiiere pepet i v al s

recklessly make a mixed bed / That is, a net for catching virgins.

Better on the digestion in the a.m.,

but more fun in the p.m. So why

not do it in the morning for health

and in the evening for pleasure?

A Dutch doctor on sex
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The devil was conspiring to ruin the Fatherland by luring serving girls to all kinds of
mor al iniquity, according -Day AMaied Selwan tDe,vd
century stire. Widowers were particularly vulnerable to seduction by their maids, a folly
described as fAa man shitting i n Shidamaodwn hat
about her morals, Alt costs so mudmet® keep

So the people of Manhattan came by their b
earliest whore, Goniwboearnedaaplace tn the dary armnald of Seyp e r
and the City

An Early Member of Manhattands Ga

HARMEN VAN DEN BOGAERT ARRIVED in Manhattan about 1630 at the tender age of
eighteen. He was New Yorkdés first surgeon,
deloused your hair also bled you when you took sick.

For nearly twenty years, Van den Bogaert was a respediedn about town. He
owned a house on Stone Street, called Brounvérose day$or the breweries that lined it.
His wife Jelisje bore him four children. Along with other towaders, Van den Bogaert
investedin the La Garcea privateer raidingpaniards in the CaribbeanSo what the wars

with Spain had ended, there was money to be made.

My master6s son was al wi
breasts

|  wa sath@red. Idet him do it

You see, he loved me and | was green

Oh, 1 6d grab him if he 1
It happened once that while | made his bed

He caught me in his arms and threw me on the
sheets

I candét begin to tell wli
Before he had his way €
60Twasnoét bahd @ttwas | sweet

Maidservant on becoming a whore in
Brederods play, The
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In 1634, Van den Bogaert was named an ambassador to the Mohawks. In the middle
of winter, he and two companions set off on the arduous journey into Mohawkrcou
Their assignment was to restore the fur trade, disrupted by what the Mohawks considered
prices that cheated them out of their beaver and a crooked head of the Dutch trading post at
Fort Or ange, todayods Al bany. fér thenmelMesme n eag
stirred the Mohawko6s anger. By all account
bargain, Van den Bogaert left us a journal that sheds much light on the life of the Indians
he visited.

But in 1647 upriver at Fort Orange, Van den Bogaes discoveredin what the
Dutch considered an unnatural position with a young boy named Tobresoffense was
a capital crime. Two sailors caught buggering aboard ship would be tied together and cast
overboard.Even a powerful business or social piosi was no guarantee of safety. Justus
Schouten was a leading official in the East Indies when he was fodladjrantewith a
young native. Despite his connections as a close advisor to the GeGameral in
Batavia, he was burned at the stake.

Realzing the fate awaiting him, Van den Bogaert fled to his friends the Mohawks.
Chasing after, a Dutchman cornered him in a Mohawk longhodae.de Bogaert se¢he
longhouse afirebut the conflagratiodid not helphim escape. He was hauleff to jail.

The new Director Peter Stuyvesant promised to come to Fort Orange when the ice
brokeon the river. He would personally pass sentence on the criminal, and he was not a
man from whom anyone should expect mercy. Desperate, Van den Bogdkerout of
his prison. But hiduck had run out. As he scampered across tbeeh river, the ice
cracked. Sucking its victim into its icy flowhe river carried out the capital sentence.

Lest anyone think Stuyvesant might have shown mercy, some years later Jan
Quisthout van der Linden was caught sodomizing an orphan boy placed with him as an
apprentice. He was tied in a sack and drowned. Being the victim was not punishment

enough for the orphan either. He was whipped.
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The Adulteress

NANNE BEECH DI DNo ge inghe wsyafher fun, least of all her husband. In
1638, the stilc | oset ed Van den Bogaert observed her
me r r Strong drink making hdrisky, Nanne spent the evening fumbling at the breeches
of all the men presentder husband Thomas begged her to come home, but she was not to
be persuaded.
That particular evening was a relatively innocent one for Nahlwd.so another night
when Nanne opened her home to two guests, Edward Wilson and Francis Lastley.
According toWilson, Nanne offered little too much hospitality to Lastley.
Proclaiming her innocence, Nanne, or perhaps her husband Thomas, sued Wilson for
slander. Wilson testifiedhe was sick abed while staying with the Beeches. Thomas was
out hunting. Feelingonely, or taking advantage of a good situation, Nanne cosied up to
Lastley. As their affections progressed, Nanne called out three times to make sure Wilson
was asleep. He pretended to be. But he kept one eye cocked dyemmaday upon the
bedwithlasttey mani pul ati ngahdsefimalgenmembhenfncarnal
No word survived on how the court decided the slander case. But Thomas took his
wi f addlterous waybard. In a very depressed state a year later, Thomas declared he
should mt live another fortnight, or a month at the longest. piisphecyproved true.

Within ayear, Nanne had captured a second husband.
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The Cuckold

Joost Goderis learned the hard way that trouble in the marriage bed could be no
private matter in New Nethiand. Returning from a day of oystering near Ellis Island,
Goderi s was met by a group of men whodd take
of the townbés schepens, Allard Anthony, had
Goderis ought to war horns like cattle in the woods. One went so far as to ask Joost to
permit him to lay where Allard lay, to have sexual connection with the lady himself.
Blows soon followed and before the melee ended, Goderis suffered not only the

humiliation of beingppne of New Yor kds early public cuckt

The Jilted Woman

GRIETIJEWESTERCAMP WAS A GOOD GIRLreally she was. She loved Pieter Jacobsen, but
she wasnét throwing her virginity away until
then you can enjoy my pleasures, she told him. He pront&eetje testified before the
court. He is the father of my babyMake him marry me.
The judges looked at Pieter. A promise of marriage made in the Eyes of God shall
remain in force, they tad.
But | never promised, Peter swor&rietje Westercamp is a loose woman. She lay
under the blanket with Jan van Breeman, and with his daughter in bed beside them.
Juriaen Westvael and hi sin returd fer abewacdns d up P
Grietie believed Thejudges pressed Pieter. Did ynatenjoyGrietiegd s pl easur es ?
you notpromise to marry the girl?
Pieter finally broke under the interrogation. One time, he admitted, one time | lay
with the plaintiff. But, he asked, looking at theegnant girl, how can a woman be thirteen
months in the family way’He wasnoét the father and he had

marriage. Where was her proof?

10
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Proof? the judges asked. D&tietje have her promise in writing? Or could she bring
witnes®s who had heard Pieter say it, and had the couple exchanged gifts? That would be
binding.

Poor Grietje had neither papergifts nor withesses. The court could not force the
marriage without proof of the promise.

But he admitted he lay with m&rietje protested.

True, the judges decided. Pieter has acknowledged a time he lay with the girl and he
is bound to pay her for that service. Two hundred guilders.

At least the judges treatéstietje better than a common whore. Two hundred guilders

wasfar abovethe going rate

A Bigamist and an Embezzler

CORNELIS VAN TIENHOVEN WAS AN important man. He came as a clerk, but Director

Kieft promoted him to Secretary, a powerful position responsible for recording land deeds

and marriages, taking depositions, keepgmg nut es f or the Directoros

taxes.

11
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Being a compatriot of Kieft and supporting & Di rect or s Jlamdi an w;
Tienhoven none too popul ar. He wasnot an
corpulent with a red and bloatedsage. He was known for chasing Indian women
wearing nothing but a patch over his loins and his lust showing through. Meanwhile his
wife Rachel sat at home raising the children.

When Peter Stuyvesant took over, Van Tienhoven retained his position agaBecr
In 1650, he returned to Holland to defend Stuyvesant against accusations of tyranny. He
grew lonely with his wife so far away so hetook upwetha s k et maker 6s young
named Lysbeth.

The girl és widowed mot h emngemard Thecouplerart o happ
away. Theysecretly set up house together gaaern called The Three Dove&Jpon the
proprietor raising questions, Van Tienhoven admitted he and Lysbethewtdmarried,
merely engaged. ¢intended tovedher as soon as theeturned to New Amsterdam.

Lysbeth believed his promises. The sheriff did not. He caught up to the couple, but
Van Tienhoven bought him off. With the heat upon him, Van Tienhoveidett he better
ignore theordersnot toleave Holland without officiapermission. He and Lysbeth slipped
aboard a ship bound fdtew Amsterdam.

Unfortunately for Lysbeét , Van Ti enhovwaited sn theiMamattdha c h e |
shor e, di ssolving the poor girlads engagemen’
New Yor bkigamistf i r st

The man still had a first in him, however. Upon his return, Van Tienhoven wormed
his way back into al/l Sdisaovwenredwith anis fingessin thes s i ne s s,
till. New York had found its first embezz|esr at least first caughéd-handed

Shortly thereafter, V a n fodnd feoatihgoirv tkenrides. h a t al
Stuyvesant declared he had drownedMost people believed Van Tienhoven had

absconded to the Caribbean with the embezzled funds.

12
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Two Deviants

WILLEM GILFOORT ATTAINED HIS NOTORIETY in 1648 when he ran across-ydar old
Mari a Barents. The girl és mother had unwi se
the child up and threw her into the cellar o
Climbing in after, the man untied hseeches and jumped atop Maria. For a quarter
hour, he tried to have carnal conversation with her.
Gil foort was charged as BawoorWariawasdgoo f i r st
young for Gilfoort to achieve his desired penetratitve, court ruled. tisentenced him to
flogging and banishment. A punishment lighter than the man deserved, the court noted,
but it justified the leniencgnthegr ounds t hat shortly after Gil

consented to conversation with one Willem Wessels. dRea not, the girl was starting

young.
New Yorkds first school master, Adam Roel an
ot her peopleds business. Seeing how much fu

own on a visit to Harck Syboltsen. Harclavg n 6 t home but when his
Teunes answered the door, Roelantsen pushed in and proceeded to violate the poor woman,
or try to. When he was hauled into court on a charge of rape, he admitted to fondling the
womands naked br e adatack still visid on her body,rRoetantsem wal i
condemned to be flogged and banished as an example to others.

Director Kieft, however, took pity on Roel
mother, and with a cold winter approaching, he postporeddhtence to a more suitable

opportunity which evidently never arrived.

The Roots of Rebellion

WHERE DID ALL THIS debaucher lead? The Directors appointed by the West India

Company thought the answer was down the path to perdition. In a sense, theightere
for the bawdy behavior was one sign of a rebellious streak that would lezuhflact

13
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throughout the era of &v Amsterdam. The roots ran far deeper than bad behavior,
however. The cdiict really turned on economidswho would reap the benefits thefur
trade, theNest India Companor the peoplé and politicsi who would govern the place,
the appointees of the Company or the people themselves.

Trouble startedat the very beginning. Willem Verhulst came as the first Director in
1625 and estdished the settlement at tmeouthof t he Hudson, first on
then on Manhattan. He ruled with a hard and arbitrary hand, or so the people thought. No
matter they were sworn to obey, before a year was out they set up their own cowt and p
Ver hul st on trial over his intemperate rul e
crimes were, he wadeposed and banished from thlony. He di dn o't do hi mse
favors hearing his sentencef he were not serving the honorable gentlerobthe West
India Company, he threatendd knew other masters who wouwlént his serviceandhe
knewhow to avenge himselfHe perhaps had the English or French in mind.

The presumed ringleader of the rebellion was elected to replace Verhhkstman
who had comeas his lieutenant and who has gone down in history as purchasing
Manhattan from the I ndians for 24 doll ar s, P
of a rebellious streak in MinuitAfter the Company recalled him a few years later, he
cariied out the act Verhulst only threatened. He went to work for the Swedes, intending to

steal the Delaware River from the Dutch.

Peter Minuit,
the man who has gone down
in history as making the
greatest real estate deal of all

time, purchasing Manhattan
for $24 in trade goods.

14
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The next Director fared a little better with the people, Wouter van Twiller, who
brought Griet as his mistress. Perhaps hwas mor e t ol er ant of t he
given his own, and more interested in snapping up real estate for himself than tending to
t he Company Bleshadauparticala $oadness for islands, taking title to what
today are Roosevelt, Randallsawis in the Hellgate where Long Island Sound meets the
East Rver and Governoros Island in the bay.
The notorious Willem Kieft succeeded Van Twiller. One of his first acts aimed to
straighten out the peopl ebs mor ateBrinking He i ssu
Imbibing too much beer and brantbd to much evil and mischief, Kieft charged. He
woul dndét abide it. Nor would he accept the
stores. Perhapsompetition cutting into th€ompany grofits wasas much concern as
the peoplebs moral s.
Kieft went on to outlaw drinking past the 10 p.m. curfew and fornicating with savages.
Then he outlawed the festivities of Shrove Tuesday, the day before Lent. New Orleans
didndot hold Amer i wadlsdidf i r st Mardi Gras, Ne
Shrove Tuesday was a day dear to Dutch culture. It began with men stealing the skirts
from their wives and parading through the stréebdde w Y o r Kkr@nsvestitds if enty
for a day Thar wives chased after them bayammed.
After the ldies reclaimed their clothing, the celebration proceeded to Pulling the
Goose. A goose was buried in the street with its head sticking out and waving like a hydra
dodging Hercul esbs sword. Men gall oped by a
who got hold andtoreoff he gooseds head won a pri ze.
With the competition over, ewasne got back tadrinking and brawling with an
intensity that led to the Dutch proverb, a tHred Netherlanders, a hundredives. More
Dutchmen landed at the doctor arthe cemetery on Shrove Tuesday than any other day of
the year.
All Ki e fuinibgghe fun stirred the people of New Amsterdam up to a boil. When

Kieft launched a massacre that started an Indian war, they were ready to lynch him. A

15
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tailor named Hendric Kip suggested they send Kieft to Master Gerritt in Amsterdam.
Those in the know understood thaster Gerritt referred to the public executioner. Kip
offered to send along a pound Flemish so Kieft could die like a nobleman. A pound
Flemish would buy man an axe instead of a rope.

The people didnét send Kieft to Master Get
They wrote a letter to the Company, specifically to the Prudent Gentlemen of the
Amsterdam Chamber, the committee that handled day to plenatmons. After outlining
the colonydés forlorn condition and Kieftods
new governor or wedre packing up our wives a

That wasndét bol d enoungrdtowdrh otulgen . Cheadt gran yée o p |
wrote theHigh and Mighty Lordsthe States General, the ruling body of the Netherlands.

That amounted to appealingttteb o0 sis @ $ 9 ® s Gh@ssed.In the Dutch scheme of
things, there wasndét any higher to go before

Sue enough, their High Mightinesses sent a missive down to their Honors the
Nineteen who ruled the Company wondering why their lofty heights were being disturbed.

And their Honors the Nineteen passed the missive down to the Prudent Gerdfetimen

Amstercam Chambewho handled operations asking how affairs reached such atsiate

their High Mightninesses were butting into Company businegsnd the Prudent

Gentleman decided they better find a scapegoat, and who fit that bill better than the man on

the spt, Director Kieft?Bef or e he knew it, all the colony
shoulders.

It took a few years, things moved slowly in those ddyg the Company recalled
Kieft. The people got what they asked for, a new governor. Unfortunatetiidm, his
name was Peter Stuyvesant, and he was the most effegtwe the Company had yet
sent . He didndét take |l ong to impose ordinan

First off, he outlawed the pig pens and privies that occupied the streets of New
Amsterdam. From now on, he warned the people, keep yourselves and your livestock
shitting on your own property. He liked to ride his horse through town and evidently

didnét appreciate the stench or dirtying his

16



BillsBrownstone.com

Sex and the City: The Early Years

Then he went after the tavermdpers. Fully one quarter of the town was brandy
shops and tobacco and beer houkescharged. As a consequenfvenorable trades were
being neglected and the people seriously debauched. Worse still, youth, seeing the
improper example of their parentsere being set on a path toward the devil. So all
clandestine groggeries wereitg shut down and any legitimate tippling places better
apply for a license.

Furthermore, Stuyvesant @rédd, if a tavern keeper sees any fighting or mischief in
his establisment, he better inform an officer immediately on pain of forfeiting h
business. 6 d b e polnd irlendsh for every hour he concealed the matter. And
Stuyvesantvould no longertolerate reveling at unseasonable hours or drinking to excess
on the @&bbath. From now on, the curfew bell would ring at 9 p.m., and tavern keepers
would shut down their taps. Nor would they serve before three in the afternoon on
Sundays.

Next, Myn Heer General, as Stuyvesant insisted he be addressesick and tired of
how the town profaned the Holy Sabbath. From no on the Dominies would preach both
morning and afternoon on SundayAll officers, subjects and vassals were commanded to
attend both sermons. No more tapping, fishing, hunting or any other fun untioafter

services ended.

Peter Stuyvesant

APeopl e may
appealing during my time 1
should anyone do so, | would

have him made a foot shorter,
pack the pieces off to Holland
and let him appeal in that
way. 0
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Those orders marked the beginning of a tumultuous relationship that would last
seventeen year s, unt il the English took over
and keep their mo uilt he ® 6 h esbrvss oseliopthe Yneadestk e v
offenses a person could commitjainst the government.Crimen bhsae majestatjs
Stuvesant called it in Latin. Under military law, a soldier could be punished with loss of
limb or life for ridiculing his superiorshe warned. TMe he quotedcanon law:
AWhosoever sl anders God, the authorities or

The people protested once again to their High Mightinesses the States General.
Stuyvesant warned them again. Anyone who thought of appealingulgsrto
Amsterdamwould be made a foot shorter and packed off to Holland in pieces, his removed
headshippedin its own box. WhileStuyvesannever actually chopped off any heads, he
did ruin many who questioned his authoritfrom the richest mercharto the lowliest
baker.

Threats notwithstanding, the people persisted. Finally their High Mightinesses
listened. They recalled Stuyvesant. But before the ship carrying the order set sail for New
Amsterdam, Englishmen fired on another Dutch ship in thenmbl separating the
Net herl ands from Engl and. AWar, 0 the Compan
in the colony now. 0 To the peopleds chagr
snatched their order back.

While New Amsterdam wastuck with Stuy e s a n t unt il the bitter
protests finally brought them one victory. In 1653, their High Mightinesses ordered
Stuyvesant tetop butting his nose into every petty dispute allmv New Amsterdam to
set up its own municipal governménta date some historians consider the birth of New
York City.

Stuyvesant s Amour s

STUYVESANT, THE STIFFEST OF MENwho was so outraged by immoral behavior, must

have nearly burst in anger when ABroad Advi
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offer advice tothe West India Company, this pamphlet really delivered a libelous screed
against Stuyvesant and his predecessor Director Kieft.
The writerpresumablywasa sworn enemy named Adriaen van der Dongko had
led a delegation to Amsterdamdoe ma nd S s tegal &laskaew hodv to hit Myn
Heer General where it hurt. As a young man, Stuyvesant had attended the Undfersity
Frander in Holland. Though he failed to graduate, thereafter he signed his name not Peter
but Petrus, the Latin variation becausesduncated man should have a Latin name.
Why did Stuyvesant fail to graduate? Broad Advice delivered the answer. The son of
a Dutch Reformed minister Arobbed the daught
he coul dnodt k @ie landldrdd s ¢ @ ar dhis prigkfinf his pants. The
university booted him out for seducing ty@ungvirgin.
Arguably the next charge enraged Stuyvesant even,goestioning as it did his
service to the Company Before coming to NewAmsterdam he commanded the
Companyds hol di n gwith thenNetheHamds Bckediinbakbigtex war with
Spain, he attacked the Spanish stronghold at St. Martin. A cannon ball tore his right leg
off, forcing the Dutch to retreat.
Why had the Dutch lost the battle? Broadvike delivered an answer for that
guestion too. The puffedp peacock Stuyvesant bedhall the powder firing salutes to
himself on the voyage to St. Martin. None was left to fight the Spaniards. Indeed when
the very first bal shatttredohis ledg, Steyvesant eetreatédsso fash n n o0 n
thatthe Dutch left everythingpehind, everheir field pieces. After such an heroic action,
was it any wonder the Company appointed him to Director in New Amsterdam?
A lost leg would kill a man of lesserestl. But Stuyvesant returned to tHelland
home of his sister Anna to recuper,rutsed. Judi
him back to health. At thirtgeven, the nurse was spinstedong past marrying age.
Threeyears younger and no spgi chicken himself, Stuyvesant took a shine to Judith.
Stuyvesant told her brother that he intended to ask Judith for her hand. The brother
scoffed. AYou wi | Iclaimed and he wgudtput hishrreoney enritv e , 0 h

He proposed a bet of a derable quanty of French wine.
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Stuyvesantodos friend John Farret agreed. T

to one another Upon hearing of Stuyvesantoés wound,

My Stuyvesant, who falls and tumbles on his bulwark,
Where, likea dutiful soldier, he taunted the enemy,

To lure him into the field, on the Island of Barten.
The bullet hits his g the rebound touches my heart.

[Translation by Dr. Elizabeth Paling Funk)

Upon hearing of his fr i eranttbeme forehe poem Hea | |, Fa
sent. Priapus has died in you, my friend, he wrote, referring to a Greek fertility God. If
wed, youwill never consummate the relationship. Stuyvesant was furious. He charged his
friend with trying to make him lose the betwihe.
But Stuyvesant and his bride married before setting sail for New Amsteptdabably
toasting their nuptials with the wine he woRarret had to eat his words. Whhe couple
stepped onto the Manhattan shd&jyvesant was sporting a new woodieg and Judith

was four months pregnant with their first of two sons.

Priapus has died in you,
my friend. If wed, you will
never consummate the

relationship.

John Farret on learning
of Stuyvesant
to Judith Bayard
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